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Using Aerial Photography and Remote Sensing to Plan Habitat Restoration in
the Scottish Borders: Development of Network and Opportunities Mapping

Maintaining and enhancing biodiversity is a key priority for local authorities and government organisations in Scotland and the UK, and there is a requirement under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan
(UKBAP) process, the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy and particularly the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) process to identify key habitats and key species at a local level.

The development of a Phase 1 Habitat Inventory and LBAP inventories allows the identification of key habitat networks and of areas where efforts to restore these habitats would have the maximum
= = likelihood of success. — =

This information can help inform public bodies in
meeting their obligations under the Biodiversity
duty (Part 1 Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act
2004) and will help them deliver key objectives of
the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy.
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Creation and enhancement of the habitat networks
of the region, particularly the woodland, wetland,
grassland and upland habitat networks has been a
key objective of the Scottish Borders LBAP and is
embedded in its Habitat Action Plans (http://
www.scotborders.gov.uk/life/environment/
naturalheritage/2715.html).

The most successful restoration schemes are those
where the site conditions are most conducive to
providing an environment for the habitat to flourish.

This is normally on suitable ground, with a low
nutrient budget and appropriate soil moisture
regimes near to existing seed sources and existing
populations of pollinating insects.

Building up a network of existing sites and suitable
sites for restoration of habitats will not only help the
success of individual schemes but also the overall
resilience, diversity and ecosystem functioning of
the Scottish Borders Region.
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O S vt 1 The tool can help target the delivery of the right
habitats in appropriate locations. Project officers
employed by The Tweed Forum, The Southern

Uplands Partnership and The Borders Forest Trust
o it e e are facilitating delivery of collaborative applications
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habitat network outputs to target action.
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